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thoughts and ideas (please send by email to 
info@birdrockcc.org). Corey Levitan, the 
renowned reporter for the La Jolla Light who 
diligently attends all of our community 
meetings and events, asked each of the La 
Jolla community groups (a list of these is 
provided on the FAQs section of 
www.birdrockcc.org) to outline their 
respective priorities for 2020. A primary 
responsibility of the BRCC is management of 
the Bird Rock Maintenance Assessment 
District (MAD), taking care of the plantings at 
the tra�c circles and along the boulevard. 
Our trees, shrubs and flowers have a hard 
time over the long dry summer months, even 
without the damage caused by careless or 
deliberate drive-overs, and they have 
welcomed the recent rains.

In terms of other priorities, I would like to see 
more engagement by the broader Bird Rock 
community, more participation at our 

community meetings, larger numbers at 
community events, and greater interest in 
community activities. There are many ways to 
engage and contribute. The Bird Rock 
Foundation goes from strength to strength in 
support of Bird Rock Elementary, with the 
29th Annual Gala and Ra�e to take place on 
March 14th. The Ad Hoc Bird Rock Coastal 
Overlooks Committee has been doing a super 
job of documenting and caring for our 
precious coastal overlooks. The Bird Rock 
Merchants group has been meeting 
throughout 2019, generating ideas that might 
add to the vibrancy of Bird Rock and a Bird 
Rock Visioning group plans to develop a 
forward-looking perspective. Other 
community needs and opportunities are 
waiting to be addressed by small committed 
groups.

Our first community meeting of the new year 
will be on Tuesday February 4th from 6pm in 
the auditorium of Bird Rock Elementary 
School. I hope to see you there.
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SAVE the DATE 

Saturday, MARCH 4, 2023
BIRD ROCK ELEMENTARY (BRE)
41st ANNUAL GALA & AUCTION

       The Bird Rock Elementary Gala will return on 
March 4, 2023, with the goal to raise crucial funds to 
provide financial support for education enrichment and 
to fill budget gaps due to district budget cuts. In past 
years, donations have funded additional classroom 
teachers for smaller class sizes, art, technology, 
playground support, music and science enrichment.
        The 41st Annual BRE Gala & Auction is hosted by 
the Bird Rock Foundation, (BRF), a 501(c)(3), not-for-
profit organization that exists to support and enrich the 
curriculum and community of Bird Rock Elementary 
School.

     Happy New Year to everyone.  I 
extend a very special thank you to all 
of the Bird Rock Newsletter volunteers 
who deliver nearly 1200 newsletters 
every other month throughout the Bird 
Rock neighborhood. Your commitment 
to our unique neighborhood is greatly 
valued.
     The Bird Rock Community Council 
(BRCC) is updating its website, https://
www.birdrockcc.org/, to provide more 
access, functionality, and information.  
     Activities by the BRCC and related  
subcommittees, working groups, ad 
hoc committees, and other groups are 
also undertaken by dedicated 
community volunteers whose efforts 
make a noticeable difference to Bird 
Rock and are truly appreciated.  
     The Bird Rock Foundation is a 
stellar group of volunteers dedicated to 
providing fundraising and other 
support to “help bridge the gap 
between public resources needed to 
provide an enriched education for 
students at Bird Rock Elementary 
School.”
     The first Bird Rock community 
meeting in 2023 will be on Tuesday, 
February 7, starting at 6 pm and likely 
via Zoom, although many are looking 
forward to a return to in-person 
meetings.
     Suggestions for community meeting 
topics or guest speakers are requested 
and welcomed.  Please email your 
suggestions to info@birdrockcc.org.
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41st Annual BRE Gala & Auction: "The Prohibition Party"
Saturday, March 4, 2023, 6 pm

          The BRE Gala raises crucial funds to provide financial support for education enrichment and to 
fill budget gaps due to district budget cuts. In past years, donations have funded additional classroom 
teachers for smaller class sizes, art, technology, playground support, music and science enrichment.

          Fundraising efforts could not exist without donations. By working together as a community there 
is no limit to what can be accomplished for our children. Help the Bird Rock Foundation reach its 
fundraising goals by generously donating one or more tax-deductible item(s) for the silent and/or live 
auctions for the gala. Items that generate excitement and high bids are gift certificates for products or 
professional services, travel/hotel certificates, restaurant certificates, gift baskets, wine, tickets to 
sporting events or parties, entertainment tickets, sports memorabilia items and electronic equipment. 
The online auction is open to the general public, allowing a broader audience to participate and enjoy 
the offerings. Auction items need to be received by Wednesday February 15.  

          Contact the gala team at: president-friends@birdrockfoundation.org.
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Tickets/sponsor options: https://birdrockfoundation.schoolauction.net/theprohibitionparty2023/register/ticket_sales

Party like it's prohibition! Get your glitz on and join us Saturday, March 4th at the swanky Venue 808 in 
downtown San Diego (808 “J” St.) for BRE's 41st Annual Gala and Auction.  This year's bash will feature 

music, entertainment, dancing, an exclusive speakeasy, silent auction, live auction and more!  

Tickets include: 
*Special welcome reception with sushi bar, tray-passed apps and themed cocktails

*Three course meal with duo dinner entree *360 Photobooth *OPEN BAR!

For a roaring good time, be sure to check out the special gala "add-ons" under ticket options when 
purchasing your ticket.  

Don your ritziest '20s/Gatsby attire if you so desire. 

You won't want to miss this fantastic evening to come together as a community and support BRE – 
 it will be the cat's meow! 

Can't join the party? No problem! Check out our online auction items coming February 22, sponsorships 
packages and donation options.  Be part of the action and contribute to the festivities. 

https://birdrockfoundation.schoolauction.net/theprohibitionparty2023/homepages/show 

https://www.birdrockcc.org/join-the-brcc
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BirdStock Returned Bringing Holiday Cheer and 
Festive Crowds to La Jolla Boulevard

BirdStock returned on Saturday, December 10, bringing together the Bird Rock neighborhood with a 
holiday market, children’s activities, and 
bands along with food and drink specials 
from participating local restaurants and 
shops. 

The Bird Rock Community Council with 
volunteer support from the Bird Rock 
Foundation planned a highly successful 
block party style event on La Jolla 
Boulevard between Midway St. and Camino 
de la Costa.  Hundreds of people 
participated in the day-long event. Proceeds 
generated through donations, the sale of 
vendor booth space, and a portion of sales 
from businesses benefited the Bird Rock 
Foundation, which supports the Bird Rock 
Elementary School.             BirdStock crowds gather outside Bird Rock Surf Shop 

for a concert

BirdStock 
Holiday 
Wreath  
Winner 

Switchback 
VeloBirdStock organizers 

Kelsey Martin, 
Arianna Opsvig 

and Merisa Titlow           
Visitors with Rocky, BRE’s mascot

https://www.birdrockcc.org/join-the-brcc
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Photos 
by 

Pearl 
Preis

Dec. 10, 2022

https://www.birdrockcc.org/join-the-brcc
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ART IN THE GARDEN

photos by Pearl Preis

a Bird Rock Artist Guild event 
held on Dec. 3, 2022

https://www.birdrockcc.org/join-the-brcc
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Thank you to all Bird Rock neighborhood 
volunteers who 

deliver the Bird Rock Newsletter, 
help clean up the bike path, 

provide extra trash bags and clean up and 
maintenance services at the Bird Rock 

overlooks, 
and 

help keep our parks and 
neighborhoods litter-free. 

Thanks to everyone who reports problems 
using the Get-It-Done app, 

picks up after pets, 
and 

contributes to the wellbeing of neighbors, 
friends, and visitors. 

THANK YOU 
NEIGHBORHOOD 

VOLUNTEERS 

BIRD ROCK MAINTENANCE 
ASSESSMENT DISTRICT 

(MAD)

To report problems, ask 
questions, send MAD-focused 

information, 
and 

provide feedback, comments, 
or requests, please send an 

email directly to the 
Bird Rock MAD Manager 

Matt Mangano 
at 

admin@manganoconsulting.com

________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Repairs to La Jolla Hermosa Park and
 Adjacent Storm Water Culvert

Starting nearly 3 years ago, water from two Chelsea Ave. storm drains was diverted from a blocked 
drainage culvert adjacent to 5780 Chelsea Ave. resulting in extensive damage to the southwest 
portion of La Jolla Hermosa Park, the drainage culvert, and the bluff edges in the park and near the 
culvert.  Partial repairs earlier in 2022 helped prevent additional major damage while a solution was 
planned.

On Dec. 2, 2022, Bethany Bezak, City of San Diego Stormwater Dept. Interim Director, reported on 
and provided photos of the work and improvements at the blocked culvert and in La Jolla Hermosa 
Park.  The in-house Stormwater Channel Maintenance Team started on Oct. 13 and completed 
maintenance at the end of November.  Work included clearing and trimming encroaching 
vegetation, removal of sediment from the drainage channel, and removal of a significant amount of 
debris, in and along the channel and near the southwest park corner. 

Bird Rock is very grateful for the work that was performed by the City Stormwater Dept.  The 
neighbors near the project also deserve thanks for their patience and understanding as there were 
days when large equipment blocked access to Chelsea Avenue or to residences.  The culvert 
appears to be functioning properly during the recent rains.

Additional clean up, repair work, and erosion control was performed by the City Park and Recreation 
Dept.  Remaining to be completed are the repair of the stairway access to the southwest corner 
viewing area, return of the viewing bench, further erosion prevention or control, and additional and 
regularly scheduled vegetation trimming to restore and maintain the wonderful views. 

Culvert BEFORE Clearing and Cleaning                       Culvert AFTER Clearing and Cleaning

https://www.birdrockcc.org/join-the-brcc
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Repairs to La Jolla Hermosa Park and Adjacent Storm Water Culvert

Brown ditch (culvert) looking upstream 
after concrete work

Brow ditch (culvert) looking upstream, 
after cleaning and before concrete work

Adjacent storm water culvert Damaged area after repairs

Crews placing concrete Crews Cleaning Ditch

https://www.birdrockcc.org/join-the-brcc
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ALERT: BURGLARIES IN OUR AREA
Recent reports indicate that the "Chilean Crime Ring" (aka “South American Theft Ring”) is active 
again in our area. Several homes have been burglarized very recently.  According to reports, these 
particular groups of criminals are entering the US on a Visa Waiver program emanating out of Chile.  
They are burglarizing upscale homes throughout the US as well as in European countries. They first 
hit the La Jolla community in October 2021 and have continued sporadically since that time. When 
one or more get caught, the criminal group sends in new operatives to replace them. 

Their general modus operandi (MO) is the following: 
1) Case homes during the day; enter a home in the early evening after the residents leave so as to

avoid encountering anyone in the home;
2) Drive unsuspicious, late model vehicles and wear high end clothing to blend in with the

neighborhood;
3) Often target homes that have “greenbelts” (canyons, parks, open spaces, etc.) behind them;
4) Often enter a home via a second story door or window (which are often not locked or alarm

protected) by piling patio furniture up or using a ladder found in the yard to access higher levels,
but have burglarized some one story homes as well;

5) Head straight for the master bedroom and closets to steal jewelry, watches, high-end handbags,
designer clothing, cash, and property important to you;

6) Are in and out of your home in less than ten (10) minutes;
7) Are not believed to be armed.

SDPD has increased staffing in the La Jolla and nearby areas including undercover officers, but 
SDPD needs help. This group is in and out very quickly, making it difficult, if not impossible, for police 
to catch them in the act.  Representatives and community volunteers are asking the community to be 
more proactive. 

To avoid or reduce the risk of being burglarized, the following are recommended: 
1) Take control of your property. Don't be a victim!!!!
2) Install alarm systems and activate the alarm systems whenever you are away from your property

as well as at night when you go to bed;
3) Include “glass break” sensors in your security system which detects the sound of breaking glass;
4) Make your home appear to be occupied whenever you are out by leaving some lights on. Your

home should never be completely dark
5) Make your home sound as though it is occupied by playing music or leaving a TV or radio on;
6) Lock all doors and windows whenever you are not actively monitoring them;
7) Close and lock all windows and doors, include those on the second story which should also be

part of a home alarm system;
8) Install surveillance cameras inside your home and around your property;
9) Monitor your surveillance camera feed for any suspicious activity on a regular basis;

10) Install appropriate exterior lighting around your property including motion sensor lights;
11) Form or join a Neighborhood Watch, so your neighbors are on the lookout for your property as

well as theirs.

Email our Community Relations Officer Jessica Thrift, JThrift@pd.sandiego.gov, and inform her of 
any suspicious activity in your area.  Photos are very helpful!  
If you see something, say something!!!!

(shared from posting to NextDoor)

https://www.birdrockcc.org/join-the-brcc
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COMING "SOON," CURBSIDE ORGANIC WASTE PICK UP

https://www.birdrockcc.org/join-the-brcc


BIRD ROCK COMMUNITY COUNCIL (BRCC) 
2023 Annual Membership Application

 For residents, property owners, and non Bird Rock residents, tax deductible 
     dues are $50 (Jan. 1-Dec. 31).   
 For Bird Rock businesses, tax deductible dues are $100 (Jan. 1 – Dec. 31). 

BRCC is a community volunteer nonprofit organization that publishes the Bird Rock 
Newsletter, maintains a community web site, hosts monthly community meetings, facilitates member 
communications, supports the Bird Rock Elementary School and the Bird Rock Neighborhood Watch program, 
advocates for the Bird Rock neighborhood, and addresses La Jolla Community issues.  BRCC hosts annual 
community events, special seasonal events, and fundraising events throughout the year.  The BRCC is 
responsible for management of the Bird Rock Maintenance Assessment District (MAD), oversees public benefit 
projects in our community such as bench projects, and advocates for the Bird Rock micro business district.   

Bird Rock Community Development Corporation, dba Bird Rock Community Council (BRCC), a Non-Profit 501(c)(3), Tax ID #33-0952543 

↓   Mark Your Annual BRCC Membership Category Amount ↓ 
Bird Rock Resident  ($50) $ 

Bird Rock Property Owner, not residing in Bird Rock  ($50) $ 

Non Resident/ Non Property Owner (Associate, not in Bird Rock)  ($50) $ 

Bird Rock Business Membership  ($100) $ 

Associate Business (Non Bird Rock Business)   ($100) $ 

Additional Tax Deductible Donation $ 

    Total Check Amount $ 

MAIL form & check payable to BRCC to: 
Bird Rock Community Council 
5666 La Jolla Blvd, PMB 168,  
La Jolla CA  92037   

ONLINE:  CURRENTLY UNAVAILABLE due to updating of the 
Bird Rock Community Council web site

Individual/Household Name: 

Business Name (if applicable): 

Resident/Business Address: 

Cell Phone Number:  Home Phone #: 

Email Addresses: 

Property Address: (for Non-Resident Property Owners) 

Comments or Ideas for Community Events/Projects 

I am interested in the following areas: 

Beautification Fundraising Promotions 

Board of Directors Maintenance Safety 

Coastal Access, Parks, & Overlooks Memberships Special Community Events (Halloween, etc.) 

Code Enforcement Neighborhood Watch 

Community Events Newsletter 

Official use only ↓ 
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THANK YOU
TO ALL BIRD ROCK NEWSLETTER 

DELIVERY AND PRODUCTION 
VOLUNTEERS! 

Bird Rock Community Council
5666 La Jolla Blvd #168, La Jolla, CA  92037 

Info@BirdRockCC.org

BRCC OFFICERS

President:
 info@birdrockcc.org

Treasurer: 

Secretary: 

BRCC BOARD MEMBERS 
Kristin Barret, Craig Bender, 
Barbara Dunbar, Arianna Opsvig, 
Lake Price, Joe Terry

BIRD ROCK NEWSLETTER
Online Newsletter: 
birdrockcc.org/newsletters
Editor: Barbara Dunbar
Publisher: info@birdrockcc.org

Website Maintenance: 
info@birdrockcc.org

BIRD ROCK INFORMATION

Vice President: 
Joe Parker 

BIRD ROCK MAINTENANCE 
ASSESSMENT DISTRICT (MAD) 
Comments, questions, or report 

problems to: Matt Mangano, 
admin@manganoconsulting.com

Bird Rock Community Council 
5666 La Jolla Blvd #168
La Jolla , CA 92037
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